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1. Background :
With the expansion of world trade and the advent of mega-ships depositing enormous numbers of containers at coastal ports, port managers must examine their options for enhancing freight transshipment. Rapid movement of containerized cargo from the terminal to points of distribution is a critical element of the logistics management chain. 

Transshipment can be accomplished by one of several modes including truck, short and long haul rail, barge, and short-sea/coastal shipping. Truck and rail movements are typically the first modes considered when intermodalism is mentioned. However these modes are increasingly facing intense congestion difficulties in urban cores where many ports are located. The maritime intermodal option is being proposed, examine, and frequently selected as an alternative to enhance containerized cargo movement.)
2. Issue :

Commonly, truck moves are standard mode used to transport containers within the immediate port region. On-dock rail is the dominant mode for long distance hauls. In short to medium distances from the port (75 to 250 miles), there are opportunities to improve the transshipment of cargo with maritime sector improvements. The development of navigable corridors for barge movements to inland ports or short sea movement to distribution locations may require assessment of several key factors : 

· Pilotage 

· Inland/coastal barge terminals 

· Cargo handling technologies including barge types (ro-ro, lo-lo, self-propelled, etc.) 

· Labour requirements 

· Community acceptance and impacts (economic, jobs, congestion, noise, etc.) 

· Environmental assessments 

· Regulatory approvals 

· Financing 

· Security & Customs activities 

· Public private partnerships 

The actual factors will vary according to location and to operations and may be greater or more limited in number. 

3. Purpose

The purpose of this study is to : 

· Evaluate how key factors have been dealt with in various ports; 

· Assess the success and failures of maritime transshipment activities; 

· Make recommendations to port and carrier officials regarding development of maritime intermodal freight transport. 

